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Ref: CK1

For immediate release

HomePlates UK launch to take slice of £6 Billion home improvement market

With their uniquely designed light switch covers (switchplates)

London:  6 November 2003:  HomePlates are preparing to take the UK by storm with the launch of their handcrafted switchplates. A simple D.I.Y tool that replaces boring standard light switch covers (switchplates) with designs to suit any room and any style. Their uniquely designed product range has proved a huge success in the American home improvement market. Their U.S. website, www.homeplatesonline.com receives over half a million hits a month. The HomePlates UK website is www.homeplatesonline.com/uk .

As part of the UK launch HomePlates will be attending both the Top Drawer and Spring Fair events*. The British public spends six billion pounds a year customising and personalising their properties**. However, one thing that stands out in every home like a sore thumb, are the boring white or brass light switch covers. HomePlates, with their range of alternative covers, provides a unique solution to this. Installation is simple.  HomePlates require absolutely no rewiring.  Each switch cover fits directly over all brands of UK switchplates.  The HomePlates Collection features hundreds of designs which range from elegant classic designs, to bath time themes for children, alternatively, the customer can design their own cover.

Barbara Hobart, Owner of HomePlates says: “Moving into the UK home improvement market is an exciting time for us. Our market research shows us that there are many similarities between the US and UK, particularly due to the high owner occupation rates in both countries. It’s a very natural progression for HomePlates”.

- ENDS -

Notes to Editors:

*Top Drawer: Earls Court January 18 - 20. HomePlates is in Stand: X68 - www.topdraweronline.com
Spring Fair: February 1 - 5th. HomePlates is in Stand: 6 J6 (Which is in Hall 6 Design Accents, Stand J6) - www.springfair.com
** Figure taken from DIY Multiples Market Report UK 2003
HomePlates recommended retail price (RRP) £8.95

HomePlates are sealed with a tough acrylic finish and can withstand scratching, and water damage.
- Con’t -

About HomePlates

Established in 1994, HomePlates began designing and manufacturing handcrafted decorative light switchplate covers. Our line began with approximately 25 images, and the collection has grown to over 500 images, both licensed and original.

HomePlates specialises in custom work and will create any picture, theme, or design for the wholesale buyer at no additional charge and no set-up fees. We have created custom work for a number of high profile companies. They include: The Coca-Cola Company & The Campbell’s Soup Company for which HomePlates manufactured and designed a Limited Edition series of 5000 signed and numbered switchplates for their respective Collectibles Catalogs.

HomePlates are carried in gift & specialty shops, home decorating stores, and mail order catalogs across the US. Our work is also carried in a variety of Museum Gift Shops including The National Building Museum in Washington, DC.

HomePlates has been featured in many national magazines in the States, such as Cat Fancy, Women’s Day, Ladies Home Journal, Better Homes & Gardens, and numerous newspapers.

HomePlates will ship its products directly to the customer from its mailing facility in London, keeping shipping charges local for its retail and wholesale customers.

For further information, please contact:

Chris King - 020 7253 0615 – cking@bwpr.net

